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Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – October 12, 2020 

 
 

Members Present     Staff  Present 
Richard Osty      Priscilla Cordero, Business Development Mgr. 
Dino Sanfilippo      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Christine Obbagy     Kimberly Clark, Community Development Dir. 
Brian Potter 
Jay Walsh      Guests Present Remotely 
       John Kaczmarski 
Members Present Remotely     
Dennis Reidy       
Chris Schiller      Members Not Present  
Adam Guldan      Chris Shoemaker 
      
 
 
Chairman Walsh called the October 12, 2020 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:39 
p.m. Jay reviewed the remote meeting protocol with all in attendance. There was a motion made by Richard 
Osty, seconded by Brian Potter, to approve the minutes from the September 14, 2020 ECC meeting. All in 
favor; motion carried. There was a motion made by Dino Sanfilippo, seconded by Richard Osty, to approve 
the minutes for tonight’s meeting. All in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
Chairman’s Report – Jay reminded commissioners to get their Ethics Statements filled out and turned in. 
Kathy added that the OMA Training certificates are also needed from the new commissioners. 
 
New Business/Old Business – 
 
Class 8 Reclassification: 
Priscilla introduced John Kaczmarski. He is in the process of purchasing the property at 7305 Duvan Drive 
and is requesting a Cook County Class 8. Priscilla noted that the purpose of a Class 8 is to encourage purchase 
and improvement of these properties, considering the higher taxes in Cook County.  
John plans to invest approximately $92,000 into renovating the property which has been vacant since 
December of 2018 and has fallen into disrepair. In order to pass the Class 8, they’re also working on an 
incentive agreement whereas John agrees to make certain improvements to the property. Any failure to meet 
these will result in the Village’s right to terminate the agreement and the Class 8 Incentive on the property. 
Priscilla gave John the opportunity to add comments. Jay asked commissioners if they had any questions or 
comments. Dennis Reidy noted that we are going to approve something that we don’t know what the property 
will be used for. He noted that in the past, specific businesses have been discouraged from residing in an 
industrial park. Priscilla noted that the area is zoned for industrial so that’s how they can control the use. 
Dennis asked how that would be affected if the property was sold. Priscilla noted that it would have to be 
presented to the Board for Village approval. Chris Schiller expressed his support stating that those properties 
need some help to stay occupied. There were no other comments and no public comment. 
There was a motion made by Christine Obbagy to recommend Class 8 for this property at 7305 Duvan Drive 
for approval by the Village Board; motion seconded by Dino Sanfilippo. All in favor; motion carried. 
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Virtual Business Breakfast: 
The breakfast will take place virtually on October 21st at 8:00 a.m. Invitations have been sent out and there 
are 22 already registered. Jay will be the emcee. Plaques awards will be distributed to businesses in advance 
of the breakfast and pictures will be taken to showcase on a slide show as part of the Business Breakfast. 
Priscilla requested that commissioners extend the invite to anyone else they think might be interested. 
 
Strategic Plan: 
The last Economic Development Strategic Plan was updated two years ago. It is necessary to review the 
existing plan as well as the overall VOTP Strategic Plan and develop a 2021 Economic Development 
Strategic Plan. It is also required to be in place to maintain accreditation with the IEDC which is up for 
reaccreditation in January of 2022. Priscilla stated that previous feedback from the IEDC also was that the 
previous plan issued was somewhat cumbersome and difficult to follow, so she wants to minimize the number 
of strategies by combining or condensing them.  
Plan packets were provided in advance for commissioners to review. Priscilla reviewed the 12 strategies that 
were in the last plan with the commissioners and also pointed out that three of the five village-wide strategic 
plan goals (goals C, D and E) fall in our realm and that she wanted to integrate them into the Economic 
Development Strategic Plan. 
Strategy #1 - Update Legacy Code: Kimberly jumped in and informed commissioners that they’ve been 
looking at the Legacy Code since she’s been there and trying to analyze where changes can be made. They 
are monitoring it and have been making some internal interpretations and determined they can grant some 
variations on uses. They haven’t come across anything that been a huge issue with properties not being able 
to develop because of the Legacy Code. Priscilla asked if it should be removed from the Strategic Plan; she 
opened it up for discussion with the commissioners. Jay stated that with each staff change everyone has their 
own viewpoint. The reason the Legacy Code was put on the Economic Development Strategic Plan was to 
push to get it updated. Priscilla suggested moving it to be a goal under Strategy Four. Dennis noted that this 
strategy, along with strategies 2, 4 and 5 all relate to the downtown area. He suggested combining the four 
into one and Priscilla agreed.  
Besides that, there’s Strategy #3 - 159th Retail, and Strategy #6 - LaGrange Road, and there should be a 
strategy to market the I-80 corridor. Strategy #7 - Mental Health Center needs rewording since so much is 
out of our control because the state still owns it. 
Strategy #11 - Priscilla noted that it should be reworded to: Develop a Program to Retain Existing Businesses. 
Priscilla informed commissioners that they are looking to purchase software for tracking economic 
development projects and business retention. This can be listed under Strategy #11. 
Jay noted that in the interest of keeping things simple we could have three drivers. Strategies 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
9 and 10 all relate to redevelopment. A second driver could be Business Retention and the third one could be 
the evaluation and annexation of parcels. Dennis noted that we should outline the steps that will be taken to 
accomplish that, especially in the areas that are still unincorporated. Priscilla agreed that Strategy #12 should 
be kept separate and just reworded. 
Jay proposed that we have bullet points under a Redevelopment Strategy: Legacy Code, I-80 Corridor, Land 
Vacancy, Infrastructure, Business Retention, and Evaluation of Unincorporated Annexations. 
Priscilla suggested leaving others separate from downtown (159th & Harlem, I-80 Corridor, LaGrange, 
Mental Health Center) because the strategies are different. Other current strategies can then be moved under 
these new ones as bullet points. 
It was decided that Duvan should have its own category or rewrite a strategy. It could be put under Industrial 
Redevelopment. It was suggested to call the strategy Blighted (or Targeted) Redevelopment. 
In summary, five strategies were decided upon: 

• Harlem, LaGrange, Mental Health Center 
• Downtown 
• Targeted Redevelopment 
• Annexation of Unincorporated Parcels 
• Business Retention 
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Priscilla noted that we may need to address Covid issues in the strategic plan too; it could be a bullet point 
under Business Retention. 
Priscilla will work on adding goals under each strategy and will put together a draft for review at the next 
meeting. Kimberly acknowledged that the ideas passed around are more efficient and will give the ECC and 
staff clear direction. 
Jay opened up the discussion for public comment. There was a statement made from the public in favor of 
reviewing the Legacy Code. And also a question as to why Duvan Drive is just industrial. Jay explained that 
much of it is because of parking issues. 
 
Staff Report –  
Priscilla gave updates on projects that are moving along. Permits are about to be released on an ice cream 
shop on Oak Park Avenue, and Fry The Coop and Bandanas are moving along. Kimberly and Priscilla toured 
the Boulevard: it should be completed by March. Brixmor has begun demo on Tinley Park Plaza and a vendor 
has been selected for the 80th Avenue train station. There will be two other reclassifications at the November 
9th ECC meeting; one for ABC roofing on 172nd & Ridgeland and one for Prosperi Drive. 
In addition to the Business Breakfast, we have a Digital Marketing in a Covid Environment Webinar 
scheduled on November 5th presented by GeoFresh.  
There were no questions or comments from commissioners or the public. 
 
Comments from the Public – None 
 
There was a motion made by Chris Schiller and seconded by Adam Guldan, to adjourn the meeting. Vote 
by voice call. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 


